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1. The Yeti — Myth or Reality?

The Yeti — Myth or Reality?

The Yeti or The Abominable Snowman is
a mythological ape-like creature said to
inhabit the Himalayan region of Nepal and
Tibet. The names Yeti and Meh-The are
commonly used by the people indigenous
to the region, and the creature is part of
their history and mythology.

Tibetan folklore has it that the Yeti is
nocturnal, whistles and can kill with a
single punch. A Yeti foot measures 33cm
in length and 25¢m across, that is if
footprints found in the Himalayas last year
were those of the elusive Yeti. This would
indicate that the creature is almost three
meters tall. Yetis, if they exist, probably
resemble orang-utans, and orang-utan
fossils have been found near Himalayan
foothills.

The first authoritative description of the
Yeti was made in 1889 by British explorer
Major L.A. Waddell. Describing his
experiences in the Sikkim area, he wrote,
‘Some large footprints in the snow were
alleged to be the trail of hairy wild men
believed to live among the eternal snows.’
In 1921, a Royal Geographic Society
Everest expedition found footprints made
by ‘a wild man in the snows’ at 21,000ft.,
and this led to the creature being dubbed
the Abominable Snowman. Local people
call the creature a name which translates
as man-bear snowman.

Since then the Yeti has eluded detection
despite numerous attempts to find it.
Perhaps the most thorough of all was the
Daily Mail expedition of 1954. A team of
scientists and mountaineers, supported by
200 Sherpas, scoured the Himalayas for
months. They failed to spot a Yeti, but
unidentifiable footprints were noted.

In summer 2008, strands of hair were
found on some rocks in the jungle near the
India-Bangladesh border. Scientists have
analysed the hairs, and the tests rule out
the possibility that the thick, wiry hairs
belong to any of the most common wild
animals known to live in the area.

Instead they bear a startling resemblance
to some hairs collected half a century ago
by Mount Everest conqueror Sir Edmund
Hillary.

Researcher Ian Redmond said that the
hairs are the most positive evidence yet
that a Yeti might possibly exist. It might
be that the region this animal inhabits is
remote enough for it to remain
undiscovered. DNA tests could help to
solve the Yeti mystery, and Mr. Redmond
explained that even if a DNA test cannot
identify the creature, it should be able to
indicate what it is related to. They could
easily be hair from a hitherto unknown
primate, even if it is not a Yeti.




Mr. Redmond thinks the find is exciting,
but is worried about the implications. If
the hairs are from something very unusual,
then there would be a very small
population of these creatures, and this
might mean that the area would be

inundated with people trying to catch one
for zoos or museums.

The question of whether the Yeti is myth
or reality has still not been answered. So
what or who made those footprints in the
snow.




2. On the moon

On the moon

The world will always remember the
words of the first man on the moon. On
July 21, 1969, Neil Armstrong stepped
onto the moon’s surface and announced:
*That’s one small step for man, one giant
leap for mankind.’

Pcople also know about Apollo 13 — they
have seen the 1995 film in which Tom
Hanks and two fellow actor-austronauts
were saved from disaster. But, can anyone
name the last man on the moon? Probably
not.

The little known Eugene Cernan was the
last man on the moon. His trip in 1972
came at the end of a great career in space.
He trained first as a fighter pilot before he
started astronaut training in 1963. Three
years later, he piloted Gemini 9. While in
orbit, he stepped into space to do some
tests. But there were problems, and
Cernan began breathing heavily and
perspiring. Water vapour built up inside
his helmet and froze over his visor.
Cernan couldn’t see, but he remained
calm. He walked in space for two hours
and nine minutes, at that time the longest
space walk anyone had ever done.

In his book The Last Man on the Moon,
Cernan describes the walk. >When the
hatch stood open, I climbed out. Half my
body stuck out of Gemini 9, and I rode
along like a sightseeing bum on a boxcar.
This was like sitting on God’s front porch.

We crossed the coast of California in the
full flare of the morning sun, and in a
single glance I could see from San
Francisco to halfway across Mexico.’

By 1972, however, there was no longer
much interest in space exploration. The
space race between the US and the USSR
was won when Armstrong and Edwin
Aldrin landed on the moon in July 1969.
Nasa knew that Apollo 17 would be the
last mission, for both the Apollo
programme and for Cernan. The Apollo
17 mission landed on the moon on
December 11 three years later. Cernan and
his fellow astronaut Harrison Schmitt
landed in a steep lunar valley named
Taurus-Littrow. They then spent three
days on the moon and took three trips,
each seven hours long, on the moon

buggy.




Before leaving, Cernan left what he hoped
would be a lasting mark: *With a single
finger, I scratched my daugher Tracy’s
initials in the lunar dust, knowing that they
would remain there undisturbed for more
years than anyone could imagine.’

That, however, may be less time than
Cernan expected. A spokesman for the
European Space Agency said: *The moon
is again a target. We see it as a pringboard
to future explorations of the solar system.’

When future astronauts take off from the
moon, they will probably head not back to
Earth but to Mars




3. Easter egg swap

Fiancée loses her ring in Easter egg swap

An expensive engagement ring hidden as a
surprise in a chocolate Easter egg has
given enormous pre-marital tension to a
young Italian couple.

The £ 1,300 ring has gone missing after
the fiancée, a 26-year-old law graduate,
decided to exchange the plain chocolate
egg for a milk chocolate equivalent.

When he discovered what had happened,
her husband-to-be, a 30-year-old plumber,
rushed back to the shop where he had
purchased the egg, only to find that it had
already been resold. The missing ring has
put the relationship under considerable
stress, with angry words from the donor
and tears from the unlucky recipient.

*The episode has caused a lot of tension,
even resulting in a very strong slap in the
face for the prospective bride,” Luca

Maori, a Perugia lawyer said yesterday.
*She contacted me, because she was
thinking about taking legal action against
her fiancé for her minor physical injuries.’

Maori yesterday made an appeal on
television to whoever found a gold ring
with a heartshaped diamond and three
rubies in a plain chocolate Easter egg 1o
return it to the shop. There is a handsome
reward, he said. ’I have all the legal papers
ready to claim damages from the
boyfriend, but we will wait for the
moment.” Maori said he was now more
optimistic that the couple would stop
arguing and get back together again than
that they would recover the ring. "For one
thing, the fiancée has promised she will
learn to like plain chocolate,” he said.

So far the costly surprise has caused much
more disappointment than the plastic toys
usually found in chocolate eggs.




4. Fabo Bajusz

Fab6 Bajusz

Fabd Bajusz was born in 1847 in
Budapést, Hungary. He emigrated to the
United States when he was seventeen
years old, and was naturalised on his
twentieth birthday. He spent his career in
journalism working in the mid-west and
New York. From 1871 he was also the

owner or part-owner of many newspapers.

His most famous newspaper was the New
York World (which many believe was the
model for the Daily Planet of the
Superman stories). The World
campaigned against corruption, and
exposed many scandals. It was also a
strong supporter of the rights of the
working man.

In later life, Fabo Bajusz collapsed from
overwork, and lost his sight. He became
dedicated to improving the quality of

journalism in America, and donated $1
million to Columbia University to found a
school of journalism. However, his most
significant contribution was the
establishment of the Bajusz prizes in his
will. These prizes for excellence in
journalism have been given every year
since 1917 by Columbia University. Since
1942 there have been extra categories for
press photography, and later still for
criticism, feature writing and commentary.
The prize was originally for $500, but
today the winners of the prize receive a
gold medal. However, the real value of the
prize is that it confirms that the journalist
who has received the award is the best
American journalist of the year - a fact
that is worth much more than $500 to the
journalist and to the newspaper that
employs him or her.




